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Thanksgiving is over and I have had some time to think about the 
amazing experience I have had being a member of the Santa Clarita 
Casting Club. I am thankful for the day I attended a fair at the Central 

Park in Santa Clarita where I met Dick Harris. He was manning the Casting 
Club’s booth and invited me to a Club meeting. Nothing has been the same 
since. I was just looking for a club to expand my fly fishing skills as I hadn’t 
been fly fishing for very long. Little did I know I would be drawn into a circle 
of some of the most talented fly fisherman in the world. Our club is so lucky. 
 We have available to us Ray Bianco, one of the best fly fishing 
instructors in the world. We have Michael Peratis, a great fly tying instructor, 
and Connie Bullock, a champion of women in fly fishing. The education I 
have received is world class. Ray has worked on my casting, introduced me 
to spey casting and has helped empty my bank account with all the rods and 
reels I have purchased.  
 I learned to make a fly rod in a class taught by Chiaki Harami and held 
at Juaquin Malerba’s house. I have become addicted to fly tying thanks to 
Jon Simle, Barry Weber, and Michael Peratis. I am currently taking lessons 
through Sierra Pacific Fly Fishers; Michael Peratis is a great teacher. 
 I had no idea that you could fly fish in the surf! For years I’d fished the 
surf using a spin casting outfit, but now I have been introduced to fly fishing 
the surf and love it. Jon Simle and Barry Weber have guided me in this 
aspect of the sport. Once again I now own all the equipment I need to fish 
the surf and again, my bank account is a little emptier.  
 This is all leading up to how thankful I am to be a member of the club. 
This club is an amazing asset to the fly fishing community and to my life. I 
feel lucky to be able to learn from all of you. Every member of our club, old 
and new, should take advantage of the wealth of knowledge this club has   
and the opportunities it provides for learning all the aspects of fly fishing. 
 Looking forward, I will work on getting our club back to regular 
meetings with our members, so we can enjoy learning and fishing together.  

Thank you all, 
Jamie Barber—President 
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   The Riffle                              by Jamie Barber 
 



Sitting in the bow of the drift boat peering into the deceptively calm slicks 
and boisterous currents of the famed Rogue River in search of elusive 
steelhead and alternately scanning the graying sky in hopes of spotting 

opportunistic eagles that inhabit that stretch of river below Grants Pass, 
Oregon, I couldn’t help but be grateful for yet another in a series of annual fall 
steelhead trips with my good 
friends—three brothers who 
share a love for fishing. 

On trips like these, I’m never 
quite certain about whether it’s 
the great fishing (together we 
brought 20 steelhead to the net 
this year—the smallest of which 
was four pounds; as an aside, if 
you’re looking for a terrific 
steelhead and salmon guide for 
s o u t h e r n O r e g o n , v i s i t 
www.MalonesFishing.com) or 
the comradery of four friends 
who enjoy fishing and each other’s company. While the fishing was excellent (I 

think that we set the bar pretty high 
this year), I really do believe that 
the nod goes to the importance of 
relationships over the quantity and 
size of the fish. Don’t get me 
wrong. I love to catch fish. Big fish. 
Feisty, fighting fish, especially 
steelhead. But it’s made all the 
more special by the guys I go with
—and that includes our guides, 
Travis and Jake. 

As I’ve stated numerous times in this 
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Membership Matters 
by Bill Creitz 

http://www.MalonesFishing.com


column, fishing is most gratifying when experienced with others: friends, family, 
club members. Friends simply make fishing more fun. Sometimes, even a bit of 
friendly competition enhances the experience. To that end, it’s uncanny how my 
friend Doug always seems to catch the most and biggest fish of the trip. He casts 
t h e s a m e w a y w e d o ; h e 
alternates positions in the boat; 
and his hook sets and technique 
for fighting the fish are similar to 
ours. Yet, year after year, he 
catches the most and the biggest 
fish. It’s okay though. And not to 
be too philosophical about it, it’s 
probably his reward for organizing 
and hosting the trip each year. 

A s y o u c a n s e e f r o m t h e 
accompanying photos, while the 
fish are big the laughs are even 
bigger. Endless r ibbing and 
sarcasm are de rigueur for our 
trips. Even guides Travis and Jake get into the act. And that’s the point. The mix of 
personalities, standing jokes, and weird senses of humor make the experience all 
the more memorable. And this type of trip and these types of relationships are not 
unique to the Rogue River Foursome. We experience the same thing in the Santa 
Clarita Casting Club. Ask Connie Bullock, or Ray Bianco, or Jon Simle, or Barry 
Weber, or John Parmenter, or Jonathan Summer about what occurs at the surf 
fishing outings or the Lower Owens trips or even the bi-weekly casting clinics at the 
park. 

This is all to say that our club is a place for people who enjoy people—all set 
against a backdrop of fly fishing. So, the next time you see, fish with, talk to, or 
interact with a member of our club, think about the value (not to mention humor) 
that they bring to your life and fishing experience and how fortunate you are to 
have a group and a place where, like the theme from the television series “Cheers” 
explains: “Sometimes you want to go, Where everybody knows your name, And 
they’re always glad you came.” 

I am thankful for you. I’ll see you at the next meeting (the Saturday, December 3 
cocktail party).  
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SCCC club is having a Holiday Cocktail party 
on 12/3/22 starting at 5:00 PM.

To plan properly, please let us know if you are going to attend 
by emailing or calling Connie at: membershipsccc@gmail.com / 818-203-8922

Below are some details:
Location:  The Provence Clubhouse, 28160 McBean Pkwy, Santa Clarita, CA 91354
Time:  5:00 PM until ...

We are asking that you bring an appetizer and your drink of choice. There is no stove to 
bake appetizers, so bring them ready to serve.  There is a microwave that could help warm up the 
appetizers.  Coffee and water are supplied.

Optional participation in the "Secret Santa" gift exchange - keep or steal!! Please bring a 
wrapped gift of a value between $20-25.

FYI ~ Parking might be a bit of a challenge but is provided in uncovered parking locations.  As 
you enter the driveway on McBean Pkwy, drive up to the clubhouse park wherever you find 
an uncovered parking space.  

NOTE: There are two gate entrances, residence (left) and general (straight).  The residence gate 
is to the left as you drive in and we will have someone there to let you in. There is a Guest 
Parking area immediately to your right where you can park if there are spaces.

If you go straight through the gate, the gate code is #2816.  Please DO NOT park in a covered 
carport as they are assigned to residents.

As a suggestion, we recommend that you carpool, or you can park at Chesebrough Park which is 
a block below the complex.  You can then carpool or walk to the Clubhouse.

Please let me know if there are any questions or concerns.  Also, RSVP as soon as you can.  
Thank you.  Connie Bullock | Santa Clarita Casting Club | Membership Chair 
membershipsccc@gmail.com | 818-203-892
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In the last newsletter, I wrote that I had attended an 
Eastern Sierra bamboo rod gathering in Bridgeport back 
in September. While there I had the chance to cast 15 or 

more cane rods, any one of which I’d be proud to have in 
my collection. But I cast one that I felt outperformed the 
others in its class. It was an 8’, 5 wt. rod built to follow a 
Lyle Dickerson 8013 taper. So I told myself that when I got 
back home to my workshop the next rod I’d make would 
follow this model. Well, that was about two months ago 
and in that time I’m well on my way to completing the rod. 
I thought it might be of interest to some Club members if I 
shared a little of what I’ve been doing to make this rod 
take shape. 

	 A few words about Lyle Dickerson are in order before 
I get too far ahead of myself. Dickerson was a custom 
bamboo rod maker of some distinction from the early 
1930’s and into the 1970’s. 
This particular model, the 
8013, gained popularity as a 
favorite and was developed 
in the late 1940’s and early 
’50’s. A rod collector could 
expect to pay thousands of 
do l la rs for an or ig ina l 

Dickerson bamboo rod.

	 Now let’s get on to the 
production of the rod. First 
of all, cane rod  making 
begins with the selection of 
a culm of bamboo. A culm is 
a 1 2 - f o o t s e c t i o n o f 

bamboo, with the lower half generally used for the butt 
section of the rod and the top half used for tip sections. 
Currently, I have about 10 culms in storage, but the one I 
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Cane Rod Making in a Nutshell - Part 1
Lyle Dickerson—Model 8013 

John Parmenter

The upper portion of a 12’ 
Tonkin cane culm, sawn in 
half to separate the butt 
section from the tip section.

A close up of the nodes on this 
culm. 



chose for this project wasn’t exceptional in any way. As a matter of fact it was a 
difficult one to work with as it tuned out. 

	 What generally separates a good culm of cane from one of lesser quality is its 
size or girth (the larger the better), the presence of 
blemishes on the enamel, (the fewer the better), and 
the number of nodes it has (again, the fewer the 

better).

	 Nodes a re the 
worse bugaboo.  
T h e s e a r e t h e 
external ridges, or 
rings, found around 
the smooth enamel 
exterior of a culm. 
They’re also the 
bane of every cane 
rod maker, making 
t h e t a s k m u c h 
more challenging. 
Nodes are harder 
t h a n t h e 
surrounding cane 
and usually result 
in making the job 
of splitting the cane 
into straight strips 
more difficult. A 
long soaking in 
water followed by an application of heat needs to be 
applied to these nodal “bumps” to soften them so 
they can be filed and sanded flat, and then 
straightened. If done properly, when you run your 
fingers along the length of a finished bamboo fly rod it 

should be difficult to detect by feel where the nodes were located. 

	 Without going into too much detail, the more nodes there are, the more work it 
becomes, and the chance for errors increases—especially cosmetic errors. Three 
nodes on the butt section of a rod blank is expected, four nodes and the cane 

Page 9

Six strips of cane on my workbench 
split from a culm, sized, and ready 
for the next step to becoming a rod.

The finished blank, following the 
taper for a Dickerson 8013, 8’, 5 



becomes a challenge, and five nodes makes for a headache. This culm had five nodes 
on the butt section.

	 The upside to using this particular culm, if there was one, was that it made me 
work much more carefully, requiring me to pay closer attention to detail. Fortunately, 
when the six strips were finally planed and glued up the finished butt section had no 
noticeable errors. The taper was nearly exact when I miked it, and there were no glue 
lines along the strips of cane in the blank that I could see. So I was pleased. Trust me, 
it doesn’t always go this well. I have a collection of inferior blanks collecting dust in a 
corner of my garage to prove it.

	 Once the butt section was finished, it was time to work on the two tip sections. I 
should mention that I do my bamboo planing on a Morgan Hand Mill, a device 
developed by Tom Morgan, the former owner of R. L. Winston Rods. This tool allows 
me to adjust the precise taper for both the butt and tip sections of rods before planing 
them into strips. Essentially for the hex rod, or six-sided rod I was making, when the 
planing was finished all the strips for each section were identical in dimensions and 
ready to be glued together.

	 Once the two tips were glued and allowed to dry and inspected for irregularities 
and glue lines, they were ready for the next step. That next step was to cut them to 
length, clean them of residual glue and enamel, and prepare them for the application of 
a finish.

	 There are two finishes I’ve used for my fly rods. One is a wipe-on tung oil finish 
and the other is a gun stock finish called Tru-Oil. For this rod I chose Tru-Oil. The 
finishing process is basically the same for both. Using a blue shop towel, I carefully 
wipe on a light coat of finish along each of the six flats of cane on the blank sections 
and let them dry for about 4 hours before applying the next coat. For this rod, I applied 
a total of 10 coats. After the 5th and 10th coat I wiped the blank with a woodworking, 
polishing compound to smooth out any irregularities in the finish. With the blank 
completed and the finish dry, it was time to glue up the reel seat, cork grip, winding 
check, ferrules, and tip tops. 

	 But that seems about enough for this issue. Besides, as of this writing I haven’t 
begun wrapping the rod. I’ll save all of that for 
the next newsletter when I hope to have the 
rod completed. Who knows? I might even get 
to field test it by then! 

Thanks for reading along…

 


Ed. Note: Interested in purchasing an original 
Dickerson rod? Check out this site: https://
www.spinozarods.com/collections/lyle-dickerson-
fly-rods/products/dickerson-model-8013-bamboo-
fly-rod-8-2-2 
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An original Dickerson 8013 rod with its 
characteristic down-locking reel seat.

https://www.spinozarods.com/collections/lyle-dickerson-fly-rods/products/dickerson-model-8013-bamboo-fly-rod-8-2-2
https://www.spinozarods.com/collections/lyle-dickerson-fly-rods/products/dickerson-model-8013-bamboo-fly-rod-8-2-2
https://www.spinozarods.com/collections/lyle-dickerson-fly-rods/products/dickerson-model-8013-bamboo-fly-rod-8-2-2


Page 11

Gone Fishing!
Kern River

Jon Simle

On October 8th, SCCC made up a 
five-member team and entered 

the 7th annual California Fly Fishing 
Open. This event is hosted by the 
Southern Sierra Fly Fishers Club.  A 
special thanks to Chiaki Harami for 
all the hard work he does to put this 
event together. Our team members 
were Cece and Matt Rubin, Tony 
Ogden, Jonathan Summer, and 
Jonathan Simle. And a big thanks to 
our members that participated in 
this very special event. 

As you know the Kern River is not an easy river to fish. I have to say team SCCC put 
its best wader boot forward. The event raises money for Casting for Recovery and 
the Kern Valley Search and Rescue.  
I would also like to thank our president Jamie Barber for personally covering the 
$250.00 entry fee for the club. It was greatly appreciated.  We will definitely be back 
next year! 



T he Federa)on of Flyfishers Virtual Expo went very well in November.  It looks like this is how 
it will be done going forward.  We will see how this dreaded virus affects the event in the 

future as there’s nothing like a trip to Montana to aFend live events as well as fish all the 
wonderful waters in Livingstone, MT. 
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Connie Bullock
Membership Chair

SWC Club Representative



T he 

Southwest 
Council 
Double Haul 
Ball is right 
around the 
corner.  It 
takes place 
on 12/10/22 
at the Long 
Beach Cas)ng 
Club.  So 
don’t hesitate 
and get 
yourself 
registered.  
It’s a bit of a 
‘haul’ to 
LBCC, so 
make 
arrangements 
with a buddy 
and get 
yourself to 
this great 
event. 
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Officers 

President:  Jamie Barber                                 

1st Vice President: John Malerba     

Treasurer: Jill Field-Duerr 

Correspondence: Bill Creitz 

Membership: Connie Bullock       

Senior Director:  Jon Simle   

Financial: Aran Dokovna       

Senior Consultant:  Ray Bianco

Club Committees 

Membership Chair: Connie Bullock                                       

Casting Clinic: Paul Riegert & Ray 

Bianco                

Communications: Cece Rubin 

Conservation: Open                      

Social Media: Cece Rubin                       

Fly Tying: Rotating Members           

Fund Raising: Open                  

Rod Building: Open        

Newsletter Editor: John Parmenter              

Raffles/Merchandise: Open               

Trip Organizer: Open                       

Club Roster: Connie Bullock                               

SWCFFF Rep: Connie Bullock                                     

Website Admin.: Cece Rubin

Our 
Value 
Promise

To bring together 
people of all ages 

who share a passion to 
d e v e l o p t h e i r 
knowledge and skills in 
the wonderful sport of 
fly fishing, through 
e d u c a t i o n , 
conse rva t i on , and 
fishing events, while 
serving as a proud 
s t e w a r d o f o u r 
community, our local 
waters and wildlife 
areas.
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